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Catholic Charities of the Archdiocese of Washington Adult Literacy Program 

 

The Adult Literacy Program educates learners who are not able to read or write in Spanish.  The 

program is designed with a comprehensive curriculum that includes reading, writing, mathematics, 

social studies, history, geography, and other general education subjects.  The program, available at 

the beginner, intermediate, and advanced levels, focuses on educating the whole learner and the 

curriculum emphasizes the attainment of basic skills to achieve the elementary school certificate 

from their country of origin.   

The literacy program works with learners to become familiar with the use of technology by teaching 

how to use laptops and different computer programs, helping to close the digital accessibility gap and 

assist participants to take steps towards self-sufficiency. 

An innovative aspect of the literacy program is the relationship established with the Secretary of 

Education in El Salvador, allowing learners from El Salvador to complete all requirements for their 

elementary school certificate.  The program is currently expanding its reach to other countries, 

including Guatemala and Honduras.   

The literacy program ensures that learners are fully connected to all programs and services that 

Catholic Charities provides, including the employment program, case management, food and clothing 

referrals, immigration and legal services, and the ESOL program.  Learners are also referred and 

connected with different community resources, participate in the holiday giving program, and other 

opportunities. 

The literacy program currently serves 17 learners between the ages of 30 and 58.  The majority of 

learners are Gaithersburg residents and their incomes are between $1,000 and $3,000 a month. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Personal Statement from Literacy Program Participant (Translated from Spanish) 

I never went to school. When I arrived in the US 25 years ago, I only knew about the vowels and 

consonants, but did not know how to read or write. At Catholic Charities I learned to read: I learned to 

put together the letters, read longer words and read more extensive sentences. I can finally read the 

bible. A positive outcome is that I can read the street signs. All I have learned I have put to practice. 

Specifically, I learned how to use a computer. I am grateful because now I understand how to use it and 

it has helped me in my job. I can read the messages on my phone and I am working on how to send 

them. I have learned how to communicate with my family. I encourage others to register for the classes. 

They are invaluable. 

 



The Adult Literacy Program in Action 

 

 

 

 


